
Meet the SPCSA 
Special Education Team

Marinna Cutler, Education Programs Director, School Support Team
Megumi Cramer, Education Programs Professional 
Sara Jorgensen, Education Programs Professional 
Jackie Working, Education Programs Professional
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The Students 
We Serve



SPCSA’s Growing
Special Education
Population
The number of students receiving special education services has grown 
steadily over the past five years.

Year Nevada 
Special Ed

% NV 
Enrollment

SPCSA 
Special Ed

% SPCSA 
Enrollment

2021-2022 59,663 12.2 5,449 9.8

2022-2023 62,623 12.9 5,898 9.8

2023-2024 65,918 13.7 6,495 10.4

2024-2025 68,156 14.2 6,866 10.7

2025-2026 69,780 14.8 7,808 11.0

Source: NV Accountability Portal https://nevadareportcard.nv.gov/ 

7,808
Students with 

Disabilities

43% Growth 
since 2021-22

https://nevadareportcard.nv.gov/


Investing in 
Student Success



How IDEA Funding Supports Students
Federal funds help schools expand special education services for eligible students 3-21.

Students with IEPs
Ages 3-21

IDEA Funding 
Allocation

Based on number of 
students with IEPs

School Support
Special Education and 

Related Services

All charter schools serving students with disabilities are eligible for IDEA funding. 

IDEA: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act



IDEA Funding Trends
IDEA allocations have increased to support the growing needs of SPCSA-sponsored charter schools.

IDEA-B
IDEA-B 

Section 619

FY22 $6,879,747.00 $51,084.00

FY23 $7,204,728.00 $55,425.00

FY24 $8,451,622.00 $63,525.00

FY25 $8,738,584.00 $64,342.00

FY26 $9,937,350.00 $69,831.00

FY27 $10,670,869.00 $88,071.00

$10.67M
FY27 IDEA-B Allocation

     55% Growth 
    since FY22

Section 619: +72% ($37K)
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SPCSA 
Special Education 
Performance Over Time



Progress Over Time
Key student outcomes and compliance indicators demonstrate sustained progress over time.

Reporting 
Year*:

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026
2026

NDE Result

Graduation Rate 82.1 % 81.9% 91.0% 86.8% 73.29% 65.72%

Dropout Rate 17.0% 17.5% 5.8% 8.9% 21.36% 27.27%

Students in 
General 
Education ≥80%

87.7% 89.4% 88.2% 85.9% 84.50% 59.61%

*Years shown reflect the Annual Performance Report reporting year. Most results reflect the prior 
school year; graduation, dropout, and discipline indicators include an additional one-year data lag. Source:  Nevada Department of Education, IDEA State Performance Plan/Annua l Performance Reports (2022–2026).



How We 
Support Schools



Our Role as the LEA
The SPCSA serves as the Local Education Agency (LEA) for its sponsored charter schools.

• Federal and state 
compliance oversight 

• Fiscal stewardship of 
IDEA funds 

• Technical assistance 
and professional 
learning 

• Data reporting and 
accountability

Source: 2526 NV Accountability Portal https://nevadareportcard.nv.gov/ 

NV Department of 
Education

NV SPCSA as LEA

88 SPCSA-Sponsored 
Charter Campuses*

7,808* Students with 
Disabilities

https://nevadareportcard.nv.gov/


Collaboration Across the Agency
Cross-team collaboration helps provide coordinated support to schools and students.

Special 
Education 

Team

SPCSA Grants 
Unit

Programs and 
Site Evaluation

SPCSA 
Assessment 

and 
Accountability

SPCSA General 
Counsel



Technical 
Assistance

IDEA and NAC 
Guidance

Individual 
Consultation

Problem Solving

Professional 
Learning

Monthly Meetings 
(Partners for 
Inclusive Education-
PIE)

Goalbook Toolkit

Crisis Prevention 
(CPI)

Online Resources 
(Canvas Repository & 
Newsletter)

Monitoring and 
Compliance

State Monitoring

Risk-Based 
Monitoring

Dispute Resolution

Mystery Parent

Fiscal 
Stewardship

IDEA Grants

Allowability

Risk Assessment

Exceptional Needs 
Grant

Core Areas of Support
SPCSA provides comprehensive technical, fiscal, and compliance support to sponsored charter schools.

NAC: Nevada Administrative Code



Building School Capacity



Supporting Schools through Multiple 
Pathways

Schools Need 
Support

Ongoing Technical 
Assistance
• Guidance
• Consultation
• Professional Learning

Monitoring and 
Review
• Feedback
• Support
• Improvement

Examples of 
Support

• IEP Development
• Discipline & MDR
• Child Find &  

Evaluation
• Service Delivery
• Grant Allowability

Support may be 
requested directly or 
provided through 
monitoring and follow-up. 

School: Can you 

help us determine 

the appropriate next 

step?

SPCSA:
• Clarify requirements
• Review 

documentation
• Discuss options
• Share resources
• Follow up as needed



Oversight that Supports Improvement
The SPCSA combines monitoring, follow-up, and fiscal support to strengthen school systems and student services.

Monitoring Fiscal 
Oversight

Review Feedback
Support 

and 
Follow-Up

Allocate Review Support 
Schools

Goal: Identify needs, provide feedback, 
and support sustained improvement.

Goal: Ensure IDEA funds are appropriately 
allocated, reviewed, and used to support 

students.

Oversight is paired with guidance, collaboration, and technical assistance. 



Corrective Action Completed
Accountability, collaboration, and sustained improvement

100% of systemic and 
school-specific 

corrective action 
requirements were 

completed within the 
one-year timeline.

Completion closes the corrective action requirements; sustaining the 
improvements remains ongoing work.



Partnering with schools. Strengthening systems. Supporting students.

THANK YOU!
Contact the SPCSA Special Education Team:

special-education@spcsa.nv.gov
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