
Email *

eqselle@gmail.com

Reno and Sparks would benefit from more Montessori schools that are open to the public and not just for 
the wealthy, like this school would be. I highly support this school and know that students in our county will 
have access to excellent education if it opens. 
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Email *

melissamstoybox@gmail.com

I believe the children in Reno would benefit greatly from an additional Montessori charter schools. 
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caseyj86@gmail.com

With an ever growing and changing community with a diverse population, we need more schools that will 
provide high-quality education for Reno /Sparks area. As a parent, and an educator, I am in strong support of 
NNWM becoming a charter school in our valley. Families need more options and opportunities for their 
children when it comes to school. This charter school will bring Montessori education access to many who 
have not had the opportunity to learn with this methodology. 
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Email *

4jolenecook@gmail.com

I support the Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori because I believe in the power of education that is 
child centric and focuses on supporting the child learning how to learn, which I think are the key facets of 
the Montessori approach.
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mindfulmovement.ka@gmail.com

My my son went to a monastery preschool and it was the best thing we ever could have done for him. He is 
neurodivergent and learned basic skills needed to take care of his self and his surroundings and learned 
early academics. Montessori has a wonderful policy of inclusion and meeting children where they are. I 
honestly feel that it was the best thing we could have done for him now that he is 27! He learned skills 
during preschool Montessori that he uses to this day.
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I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the proposed Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori 
Charter School in Reno, NV. As both a resident or Reno and an advocate for high-quality education, I believe 
this school will offer invaluable benefits to our community. Northern Nevada Wildflower embraces the 
Montessori philosophy—fostering each child’s natural curiosity, independence, and academic growth in a 
thoughtfully prepared environment. This approach empowers students to become self-directed learners and 
confident thinkers. The school will provide a welcoming, inclusive setting for families who seek an 
educational model that respects and nurtures each child’s individual pace and interests. By offering another 
choice in public education, it strengthens Reno’s overall educational ecosystem. Studies consistently show 
Montessori-educated children outperform in reading, math, problem-solving, and executive functions. 
Launching this charter promises long-term educational returns—for students, families, and our broader Reno 
community. For these reasons, I strongly support the charter’s approval and urge your vote in favor of 
bringing Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori to fruition. Our children deserve the opportunity to thrive in 
a learning environment rooted in respect, exploration, and excellence. Thank you for considering this 
important addition to our public education system.
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sunny.westover@gmail.com

I am so excited to have a new, fully Montessori school in Reno. Reno is in need of alternative learning 
opportunities and the folks involved in the Wild Flower school are amazing, committed teachers. This 
addition to the area will allow more children an opportunity to have a Montessori education experience they 
could not get in the public sector. 
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Self

I am in support of Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori becoming a state sponsored charter school. As 
a Northern Nevada resident and former Primary Montessori teacher, I see the need for Montessori 
education options in the area. Kelly Rider is a dedicated to bringing quality, free Montessori education 
opportunities to every demographic. Northern Nevada would greatly benefit from the expertise and values 
that Montessori education and Kelly Rider can offer. 
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laurel.r.wool@gmail.com

With WCSD shifting to school choice, charter schools are seeing less demand for enrollment. 

It is mind boggling that the charter authority would consider putting a second charter Montessori School in 
the Reno market which would compete head-to-head with High Desert Montessori School, a 22 year old 
charter school. If you approve this charter application, it could ultimately lead to the demise of both schools, 
because neither will be able to stay full. Montessori pulls from a very limited and unique group of families. 
There is not enough in the Reno market to fill both schools. 

If the application is approved, it should be contingent on pulling from a different group of students, perhaps 
Spanish Springs and NOT Reno/Sparks.
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xvalleygirl67@gmail.com

We need more public charter Montessori schools to increase access to high-quality, student-centered 
education for diverse and underserved communities. A charter public Montessori will help  preserve equity, 
while instilling  core values in children such as independence, curiosity, and respect for the natural 
environment.

Traditional Montessori education is often only available through expensive private schools, making it 
inaccessible to many families. Public charter Montessori schools remove financial barriers and can serve 
students from a wider range of socioeconomic backgrounds. We need more schools that focus on hands-
on, individualized learning, with the flexibility of a charter model to innovate and adapt to community needs.
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stocktontammie@gmail.com

As the retired principal and executive director of High Desert Montessori Charter School, I noted many 
similarities within this application to those within the charter of High Desert Montessori Charter School 
including the proposed location of the school and the partners in education. I don’t think it is right to take 
components of a 23 year old successful school and make it your own. 

I do not support the opening of this school or the proposed leadership. 
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Email *

Eric6792@gmail.com

Opening a new Montessori charter school in an area already served by an existing charter school using the 
same pedagogy is a bad idea due to the inherent limitations of the student niche and potential enrollment 
concerns. Montessori education, caters to a specific educational preference and a segment of the 
population that actively seeks this alternative. Introducing a second school in close geographic proximity 
risks splitting an already limited pool of interested families, leading to under-enrollment for both schools. 
This could strain resources, dilute the quality of programs, and ultimately jeopardize the financial stability of 
both schools, undermining their ability to provide the unique educational experience they promise.

Please do not approve the charter of this new school as it jeopardizes both the new school, and the existing 
school.
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Email *

cluna0891@gmail.com

I’m excited to support a new Montessori charter school in our community. Having more high-quality 
Montessori education options for families is highly needed in Reno. 

Bringing a tuition-free Montessori school to our area will open doors for many families who may not have 
had this kind of learning experience as an option before. It’s about giving parents more choices and giving 
kids a chance to thrive in a supportive, student-centered environment.

I fully support this new school and look forward to seeing the positive impact it will have on students, 
families, and the whole community.
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hailey.corthell@gmail.com

There is substantial demand for an additional state public charter school in Reno, and the Montessori 
curriculum will be a unique option for our community. Having worked at Doral Academy of Northern Nevada, 
I know how long the waitlist/lottery system is. The demand is there and I believe strongly the Northern 
Nevada wildflower Montessori team will do amazing things! 
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pablocr408@gmail.com

Kelly Rider and her team would be a great asset to the community via Wildflower Montessori school. I've 
worked with her and she has high (but reasonable) standards for her students and those she works with. 
Since she has seen some of the flaws at her previous school, she knows how to make for a better school.
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I am writing to express my support for the establishment of Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori School. 
This charter school will bring high-quality, student-centered education to the Reno-Sparks community. As a 
current Montessori teacher and parent, I understand the need for more access to the education that 
authentic Montessori schools offer. I believe we need more Montessori schools in northern Nevada and that 
Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori will provide an innovative and enriching learning environment for 
students of diverse backgrounds throughout our region.

The Montessori approach is well known for fostering independent, self-motivated, and inspired learners 
through hands-on experiences, individualized learning, and collaborative work. By integrating this method 
with rigorous academic standards, Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori will offer students high-quality 
education that is inspiring and focuses on the needs of every child developing their critical thinking and 
problem-solving skills essential for their future success.

The establishment of NNWM will provide families with an alternative public education option that prioritizes 
academic excellence, individualized learning, and community connection. I wholeheartedly support this 
initiative and urge the approval of this charter school to benefit our students and our community.
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I would love this as an option for a learning environment for my kids that’s not an overpriced private school. 
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Email *

sktlz@sbcglobal.net

I am hoping that this school is approved and offered as another option for education and education choice. 
We need more schools to allow parents more choices and to give kids a bright future in a safe space to 
learn in an environment curated towards play based learning. 
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Email *

torres.elicia@gmail.com

I’m incredibly excited to welcome Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori Charter School to our 
community! As a mother of a Montessori-educated child, I’ve seen firsthand the profound impact that child-
led, values-driven learning can have. Now, as a grandmother, the idea of my grandchild attending a school 
that nurtures independence, curiosity, and a deep respect for others and the environment fills me with hope 
and gratitude. Wildflower’s mission aligns beautifully with what I believe every child deserves — a 
meaningful, inclusive education rooted in compassion and community.
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Email *

elissagallegos50@gmail.com

I feel allowing Wildflower to open would be very beneficial to this community. As a single mother wanting 
the best learning opportunities for my child but  having to worry about cost of tuition and if I will be able to 
afford the education I desire for my child weighs heavy on me. Having options that include tuition free or 
scholarship programs within a Montessori charter school gives me hope my child will have the 
opportunities I did not have and wish I would have had as a child. And the real world hands on teachings of 
Montessori learning will have a positive effect on our community as a whole and not just those who can 
afford it.
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Public Montessori in Action

Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori is prepared to create access to high-quality education for more 
children and families. Their vision includes centering equity in a way that is much needed now. Public 
Montessori in Action International stands for this goal, and stands with schools that intend to bring fully 
implemented Montessori to children, families, and educators of the Global Majority.
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As someone whose life has been shaped by Montessori education, I am writing in strong support of 
Wildflower Montessori’s application to the SPCSA. I was a Montessori kid myself. I attended Trinity 
Montessori in the basement of Trinity Episcopal Church in Reno. My own children attended High Desert 
Montessori. These experiences instilled in us independence, curiosity, and a love of learning that I see 
reflected in the way we approach challenges and opportunities throughout life.

The schools change over time, but the need for Montessori education in our community does not. It’s 
essential that families continue to have access to this personalized, values-driven approach. Importantly, 
Montessori schools don’t compete with one another; there are more than enough children to fill the seats. 
Each school adds to the richness of options available to Nevada families.

Wildflower Montessori’s vision will expand access to this important model without the barrier of private 
tuition. I urge the State Public Charter School Authority to approve their application so that even more 
children can benefit from the environment that has been so formative for me and my family.

Respectfully,
Nicole Harvey
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No

This will be a great addition to our community!
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pezcandy12@icloud.com

N/a

I’m super excited to see the beautiful influence on our kids and I’m so in favor of it! 
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Look forward to schools that provide the opportunities for all students.  Not all district schools are the best 
option. As an educator not all decisions high up are best for students.  
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pastor@faithlutheranreno.org

Faith Lutheran Church, Reno

We would like to voice our support to the Charter Authority for Wildflower Montessori. We have met leaders 
and heard their vision for inclusive education that is meaningful and open to all kinds of families seeking 
holistic education. We have dreamed about spaces and offerings for children and families and we hope to 
see good-hearted organizations like Wildflower flourish in Reno/Sparks and be part of the helping, family-
centered fabric of our community. We see so much good in the future for Wildflower. We are happy to be 
supporters in whatever way possible. - Pastor Shaun and Faith Lutheran
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This school is needed to foster the very important skills of  independent thinking, self direction, creativity 
and problem solving, critical thinking, collaboration, and communication for our children in this dynamic 
world. Traditional schooling does not foster the aspects of learning needed to thrive in the future unknown 
world and montissori principles are big skills and needs of the future.  
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michael.berger942@gmail.com

I am excited to voice my wholeheartedly support for this team and their school. I believe firmly that Reno 
needs a school run on Montessori principles BY educators who are dedicated to Montessori principles and 
who operate by them. This is a team with proven individual teaching track records who know their craft and 
live the principles they teach to children. Our community needs this. Look around you at the world we live in 
and I believe you will agree that raising children holistically is needed now more than ever. This team walks 
the talk and I could not be more supportive.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori Charter
Application
*** Responses will be limited to 1500 characters
*** Responses will be limited to one per response per valid email address
*** Responses Due no later than August 1, 2025

The State Public Charter School Authority (SPCSA) values public input regarding proposed current 
charters.  All input will be provided to the Authority who will make final decisions regarding each applicant.

The respondent's email (michael.berger942@gmail.com) was recorded on submission of this form.

If you are providing input on behalf of an organization, please list the organization

Please provide your input for Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori below *

 Forms

8/8/25, 11:43 AM Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori Charter Application

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1fj-_O8-MdWfkNavp0J89QhVtoM9SWSOztTBtREAwxpA/edit#responses 35/55

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms


Email *

s_wyrens@yahoo.com

A few years ago I met a woman who taught at a Montessori School.  I was captivated by hearing all about 
this approach to education.  I love that the emphasis is on a holistic approach nurturing independence, 
cognitive, emotional and social development.  And most importantly critical thinking!  So important in these 
times. Having grown up in the public school system the emphasis was on scholastics only.  Kudos to 
Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori for bringing another model of this kind to our community! 
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Email *

meagan@outsidershair.com

Outsiders Hair Studio 

We would like to lend our support to the creation of this school. The values that the school espouses and is 
looking to build in their school community are exactly the values that our Reno community needs. I’m 
looking forward to seeing them in action!
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-

As an educator and advocate for high-quality, child-centered learning, I wholeheartedly support the charter 
application for Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori. Our region needs more public school options that 
honor each child’s individuality while promoting academic rigor, creativity, and social responsibility.

Montessori education, grounded in decades of research, fosters independence, critical thinking, and a love 
of learning. Wildflower’s unique model—with its teacher-led microschools, community engagement, and 
equity-driven mission—offers a powerful opportunity to serve diverse families in Northern Nevada.

This school will be a valuable addition to our public education landscape, and I believe it has the vision and 
leadership to make a lasting, positive impact.
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Email *

ericalm3@gmail.com

Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori will provide our community with an amazing educational 
opportunity for students. As an educator in the local public schools and a local parent whose children have 
attended public and charter schools, I recognize the value this program will bring to children, families, and 
our community. The Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori staff is passionate highly qualified to serve 
students. 
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As an educator and advocate for schools of choice, I strongly support the charter application for Northern 
Nevada Wildflower Montessori. Nevada needs more high-quality charter school options that honor the 
diverse needs of families and children while building meaningful community relationships and providing 
relevant, rigorous curriculum.

Recent research comparing traditional schools to Montessori methods demonstrates compelling academic 
outcomes: students show 15% higher reading and math scores and 25% better self-regulation skills. These 
peer-reviewed educational studies reveal that Montessori pedagogy develops critical thinking, executive 
functioning, and independence—essential skills for lifelong success.

Why does Nevada need another charter school like this? As Helen Keller wisely observed, "Alone we can do 
so little; together we can do so much." Wildflower Montessori will not only serve individual students and 
families but will strengthen our entire educational ecosystem, providing a proven alternative that benefits 
the broader community through its emphasis on collaboration, environmental stewardship, and developing 
engaged, capable citizens.
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Email *

get@rasheladragna.com

As a parent, this truly moves me. The idea of a genuine Montessori school being created for children who 
have historically had less access to this kind of nurturing, child-centered education feels like a powerful step 
toward more equitable learning. Every child deserves to be seen, supported, and inspired. I wholeheartedly 
support this vision and would love to help however I can!

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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Email *

atlaslieddown@gmail.com

I’m so rooting for the implementation of Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori. Their proposed structure 
stays true to the spirit of Montessori, and they’ve put together an incredible team who can make sure their 
mission is successful, and stays successful through a long existence. It will be a dream to see historically 
marginalized children receive access to a style of education and support that can make a real difference in 
their life today and for the future. 

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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Email *

freshbakinmusic@gmail.com

A charter school for low income families is super important in this area. People's resources are stretched 
and Montessori schools are so needed.
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Email *

jetmoler@gmail.com

It’s incredibly encouraging to see an authentic Montessori school being proposed with equity at its core. 
Giving children from under-resourced and historically undeserved communities access to a learning 
environment that truly honors their individuality, curiosity, and potential. This school could become a 
cornerstone of positive change in the community!

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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Email *

krisitnstorey.hello@gmail.com

I love the idea of bringing this school to the commonly. Montessori is a deeply nourishing form of education, 
when done well, and the team that has gathered to bring it into existence seems capable of creating and 
maintaining a well-run program that will greatly benefit the community. 

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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Email *

tstorey1981@gmail.com

I believe that the proposed Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori is just what our community needs in 
Reno. Students of all income levels and communities should have access to quality education in the format 
best suited to their learning style. Having another public Montessori offering will be a huge benefit to the 
families of our community.
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Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori Charter
Application
*** Responses will be limited to 1500 characters
*** Responses will be limited to one per response per valid email address
*** Responses Due no later than August 1, 2025

The State Public Charter School Authority (SPCSA) values public input regarding proposed current 
charters.  All input will be provided to the Authority who will make final decisions regarding each applicant.

The respondent's email (tstorey1981@gmail.com) was recorded on submission of this form.

If you are providing input on behalf of an organization, please list the organization

Please provide your input for Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori below *

 Forms

8/8/25, 11:43 AM Northern Nevada Wildflower Montessori Charter Application

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1fj-_O8-MdWfkNavp0J89QhVtoM9SWSOztTBtREAwxpA/edit#responses 48/55

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms


Email *

joetaglieber@gmail.com

Northern Nevada Wildfower Montessori

I heartily support the creation of NNWM, which would bring Montessori education back to its original 
intention of serving all students instead of those privileged enough to afford it. I look forward to seeing the 
impact they could have and provide parents with other, accessible options for their child’s education. As a 
parent myself, I hope to see this school operational and succeeding. 

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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Email *

christopher.w.daniels@gmail.com

This is incredible. So excited that this happening; how lucky is our community? I’m really pumped that this 
school is specifically, and intentionally, creating space and providing a safe academic setting for some of 
the most marginalized in our community. These gems are invaluable, now more than ever. 

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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Email *

jonestwin@gmail.com

None

My family and I are in support of a Montessori in midtown. We have two kids of grade school age and would 
be interested in applying for them to attend.
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Email *

jsambista@gmail.com

I strongly support this application. This school will provide a huge benefit to our community by providing 
Montessori education to underserved  and low-income populations. The team they’ve assembled is sure to 
be successful. 
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Email *

kproud9@gmail.com

To invest in our children is to invest in our own future, and that of the world. I am thrilled by the idea of 
quality, life changing education being accessible. 
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Email *

alexander.oliver.sharp@gmail.com

I’m thrilled to see a true Montessori school for low income & marginalized children. This community will 
greatly benefit from the existence of a school like this. This is a much needed community addition. 
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Email *

holly.e.marr@gmail.com

Montessori education is so beneficial for all children, but it is always reserved for those with the most 
privilege and resources. To make this type of education available to low income and marginalized kids and 
families is such a logical, and beautiful, mission!
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