
Co-Designing the 
Future of Learning
The Nevada Future of Learning Network



“There is no greater power for 
change than a community 
discovering what it cares 
about.” - Margaret Wheatley

Framing Questions

What skills and 
mindsets do students 

need to succeed? 

What is the role of school 
in helping students build 
good lives and thriving 

communities? 



Past...

Future...

• Time is the constant, learning 
is the variable

• Academic content

• One way transfer of knowledge

• Learning is the constant, time is the 
variable

• Academic content and durable skills 
and student well-being

• Knowledge and skill through 
collaboration and application

Evolving 
the future 
of learning



Why does learning need to evolve?

Empty Classrooms

Nearly 35 percent of Nevada students were chronically absent (missing 
10% or more of enrolled school days) in the 2022-23 school year. 

Teacher Shortages

Nevada is leading the nation in teacher shortages. This isn’t a matter of 
teachers giving up; rather, it’s a reflection of the underinvestment and lack 
of professional autonomy that have impacted the teaching profession. 

Unprepared Workforce 

74% of hiring managers recognize a skills gap. 48% of hiring 
managers say candidates lack the skills to fill open jobs. 



Seeds of Change
• AB 110, 2017
• Competency-Based Education Network (CBEN)
• Blue Ribbon Commission 
• SB 215, 2020

Opportunity Analysis (OA)
• Deep research process
• 12 policy conditions 
• Recommendations
• January 2022 State Opportunity Analysis

Visioning
• Grounded in futures thinking
• Visioning Kickoff - Nov 2021
• Ongoing Process: Nevada Future of 

Learning Visioning Guide
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Action Planning
• Grounded in Vision & OA
• Open to the public 
• 260 participants
• 100+ participants from schools & district offices
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How did we get here?



May 9, 2024

Portrait of a Nevada Learner
A unified community vision
Who are learners becoming?

Competencies
The application of knowledge
How can learners apply what 
they know?

Standards
A rigorous foundation of knowledge
What do learners need to know?



Vision Seekers Fellowship

Youth Empowerment Fellowship

Co-Designing With Young People

Image of ed.Xtraordinary Youth Staff 
Members attending the Trailblazers 

conference in Denver, CO 



Co-Designing With Educators

Educators
Photo from the Portrait Kick off in 

Las Vegas in October 2022
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School Districts

School Design Teams



Co-Designing With Community

District Portraits and 
Portrait Perspectives Panel







Networking Nevada

22 School Design Teams 

170+ Educators across 9 districts

Sharing + documenting learning

Youth Empowerment Fellowship

Policy + Sustainability Committees
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M Nevada learners identify solutions across contextsPre-K

Nevada learners develop critical and creative thinking 
skills to show solutions across contextsK-2

Nevada learners connect critical and creative thinking 
skills to show solutions across contexts3-5

Nevada learners formulate critical and creative 
thinking skills to generate potential solutions across 
contexts

6-8

Nevada learners apply critical and creative thinking 
skills to generate viable solutions across contextsHigh



What’s Next?

Competency 
Implementation Pilot

School Level Supports

Assessment + 
Accountability 

Redesign Taskforce



Federal & State

Districts

Schools & Classrooms

Traditional Policy Systems Innovative Policy Systems

Federal & State

Districts

Schools & Classrooms



Thank you.
  Ann Marie Dickson

Deputy Superintendent, Nevada Department of Education
annmarie.dickson@doe.nv.org

Andy Lott
Director Youth Innovation, ed.Xtraordinary
andy.lott@teachforamerica.org

nvfutureoflearning.org 


