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Solicitation of Input – 2023 Fall Amendment Submission 

County:   Washoe 

Proposal:   Mater Academy of Northern Nevada 

Proposed Location: Golden Valley campus will be located at (what is currently identified as) 0 North Hills Blvd., 
Reno, NV 89506 

School District Input: 
Please provide any data as to overcrowding in the zip code where the school is proposing to locate. 
 
The 89506 zip code, within which the proposed Mater Academy of Northern Nevada (MANN) Golden Valley 
Campus is planned, is generally comprised by Panther Valley, Golden Valley, Lemmon Valley and Stead making 
up the majority of what as referred to as the North Valleys region of the Truckee Meadows.  89506 is 
intersected and comprised by seven Washoe County School District (WCSD) elementary school enrollment 
boundaries, three middle school, two high school and also contains WCSD sponsored Sierra Nevada Academy 
Charter K-8.  Of all schools intersecting this specific zip code, nor any nearby WCSD schools, none are 
currently, nor are projected to be operating beyond their capacity in an overcrowded condition.  
 
The two high schools are operating at the highest percentages of student capacity, Hug High School whose 
enrollment boundary comprises Panther Valley’s portion of enrollment at 96% and North Valleys High School 
comprising the Golden and Lemmon Valleys, Stead and Cold Springs portions operating at 98% of capacity.  At 
the highest capacity measure, one elementary school (Lemmon Valley Elementary) within the 89506 zip code 
is operating at 89% of capacity. 
 
With the exception to Stead Elementary and O’Brien Middle School, all other schools expected to be 
potentially impacted by MANN Golden Valley are operating under 80% of capacity.  As a result of its 
remoteness and slowing new residential development absorption, Cold Springs Middle School is operating at 
44% of its enrollment capacity.  The possible impacts to schools as a result of the opening of MANN Golden 
Valley include impacted elementary schools seeing a total average enrollment of 62% of capacity, impacted 
middle schools falling to a total average enrollment of 60%, and as a result of MANN Golden Valley the 
impacted high schools are anticipated to fall to a total average enrollment of 80%. School closures at the 
elementary school level would be likely upon the opening of MANN Golden Valley.  Alice Smith Elementary, 
which is immediately adjacent to the proposed MANN Golden Valley campus is projected to see an enrollment 
of 76% of capacity at MANN Golden Valley’s full materialization.         
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Does the School District’s Capital Improvement Plan include any plans to add new schools or add additional capacity 
to existing schools within the community in which the applicant proposes to locate? 
 

Over the past 5 years alone, WCSD has invested nearly a half-billion dollars into capital projects across schools 
within this zip code and immediately adjacent, projected to be impacted by the opening of this new school, 
MANN Golden Valley. This list is highlighted by the new Procter Hug High School (newly built in 2021-22; $200 
million), Desert Skies MS (newly built in 2019-20; $90 million), O’Brien MS (fully reconstructed as of 2022-23; 
$96 million), Inskeep ES (newly built in 2020-2021; $45 and several other significant CIP projects.  

Additionally, On Tuesday December 12, 2023 WCSD’s Board of Trustee’s approved the school district’s 
Facilities Modernization Plan (FMP) which identifies the construction of a brand new 750 student capacity 
Stead Elementary School at 0 Trading Post Rd. Reno, NV 89506 (APN: 086-030-57), beginning in 2024. Per the 
FMP, Lemmon Valley Elementary School is also slated to be reconstructed into a 750 student capacity facility 
on its existing property around a similar timeframe.  Additionally included in the FMP for FY25 are the 
beginning design stages of a comprehensive modernization to North Valleys High School, a budgeted 
investment of over $100million.   

Lastly, WCSD is currently constructing a new additional comprehensive Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
High School on Sutro Avenue, less than 5 miles from the proposed location of MANN Golden Valley. The 
Debbie Smith CTE High School is under construction and scheduled to open in the 2025-26 school year, 
drawing students predominantly from the North Valleys and North Reno, representing an investment of over 
$150 million of Washoe county taxpayer dollars with a projected additional enrollment capacity of over 900 
students grades 9-12.  

All other schools outside of three years old within the 89506 zip code are slated to receive, in the least, 
renovations and revitalizations which will bring their facilities to relative standards as the district’s brand new 
facilities.   
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As you know, the SPCSA approved the Academic and Demographic Needs Assessment on July 26, 2019 and approved 
an updated version on, January 22, 2021, January 28, 2022, and subsequently November18, 2022.  A copy of the 
current version can be found here.  Our staff and board will be evaluating the degree to which the applicant aligns 
with the identified needs. Please provide any input as to how this applicant does or does not meet identified needs in 
the community. 

All of the schools in the proposed 89506 intersection area serve predominantly high needs, underserved 
populations as identified in the SPCSA Academic and Needs Assessment, including high populations of minority, IEP, EL, 
and FRL students. Schools in this area have received between 1 and 2 stars in the last two years of NSPF ratings (note 
that 21-22 star ratings are unofficial since NV received an accountability waiver for that year).  Mater Academy – MANN 
in Reno has typically served a high proportion of students in these underserved population groups, and received an 
equivalent of a 3 star rating the past two years. 

 

School Name 
Grades 
Served 

22-23 
Enrollment 

% 
Capacity 

% 
Minority 

% 
IEP 

%  
EL 

%  
FRL 

21-22 
Star 

Rating 
(index) 

22-23 
Star 

Rating 
(index) 

Bennett K-5 538 75% 70.9 21.6 33.6 100.0 
1 star 
(20.5) 

1 star 
(10.5) 

Desert Heights K-5 463 65% 66.3 27.0 18.6 100.0 
2 star 
(38) 

1 star 
(12) 

Elmcrest K-5 319 58% 63.0 17.2 14.1 100.0 
2 star 
(34) 

1 star 
(11) 

Lemmon Valley K-5 714 89% 64.7 14.2 22.4 100.0 
2 star 
(38.5) 

1 star 
(18) 

Silver Lake K-5 424 79% 58.3 15.3 21.5 40.6 
2 star 
(37.5) 

2 star 
(28) 

Alice Smith K-5 501 72% 70.9 20.0 22.4 100.0 
2 star 
(36.5) 

1 star 
(29) 

Stead K-5 702 85% 70.9 14.1 24.9 100.0 
1 star 
(11) 

1 star 
(26) 

Cold Springs MS 6th-8th 648 44% 42.9 17.6 6.0 34.7 
2 star 
(37) 

2 star 
(30.5) 

Desert Skies MS 6th-8th 978 69% 81.1 15.8 23.9 100.0 
1 star 
(25.5) 

1 star 
(18) 

O'Brien MS 6th-8th 1065 83% 74.7 14.7 17.7 100.0 
1 star 
(12) 

1 star 
(12) 

North Valleys HS 9th-12th 2432 98% 64.6 14.4 13.7 37.1 
2 star 
(42) 

2 star 
(37.5) 

Hug High 9th-12th 2331 96% 86.6 16.6 27.0 100.0 
2 star 
(45.5) 

2 star 
(35.5) 

Mater Academy –  
MANN K-8 489 N/A 87.5 15.5 38.0 100.0 

3 star 
(64) 

3 star 
(65) 

 
 
 
 

https://charterschools.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/CharterSchoolsnvgov/content/OpenASchool/231208-20240-Demographic-and%20Academic-Needs-Assessment_FINAL.pdf
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If district staff or Board of Trustees has had prior communications with this applicant, please provide any relevant 
information or details from that communication that might be useful to the SPCSA in making an informed decision 
regarding the application.  

Please see enclosed statements from WCSD Board Vice President Dr. Diane Nicolet and Trustee Alex Woodley. Also 
included are statements from Associate Chief Jen Van Tress and Deputy Superintendent Dr. Keo of WCSD. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there currently any schools providing a similar educational model in the community in which the applicant 
proposes to locate? If yes, please provide any relevant information on the current school(s) with similar educational 
models that are available to students in the community. 

Yes – Mater Academy of Northern Nevada K-8 located at 2680 E 9th Street, Reno, NV 89512. 

As mentioned above, WCSD Sponsored Sierra Nevada Academy Charter School K-8 at 5600 Fox Avenue, Reno, 
NV 89506 operates roughly 4.1 miles away from the proposed MANN Golden Valley site. 
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Is there any other additional information you wish to provide? 

NRS 388A.276 requires that the SPCSA review the financial adequacy of MANN's application. Within the “General Facility 
RFA Requirements” section of this application (p142-151) a number of questions are left unanswered. This should be 
unsatisfactory to SPCSA.  

As discussed above, WCSD has a great deal of experience in recent construction of very similar projects. In review of the 
MANN Application, it is clear that the construction budget (Attachment 25) – totaling approximately $44 million, phased 
over at least a 5-year span – is estimated by the Washoe County School District to be approximately 50% undervalued. 
This project will likely cost at least 1.5 times what is represented which may endanger its viability in other ways.  

The school district, and this region has been experiencing enrollment declines for several years and steadily declining 
birth and students per capita rates. The current 10-year projected K-12 enrollment for all impacted WCSD schools 
demonstrates essentially zero net growth in total number of students, before factoring the impacts of this additional 
new school. There is no overcrowded school within this region of the WCSD and absent enrollment growth, this is a 
zero-sum scenario. An addition of a new K12 school will only accelerate further atrophy of WCSD enrollments.  

These losses impact the funding of teachers, custodians, nutrition service workers, bus drivers, support staff and school 
administrators.   
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