
 

July 11, 2021  

 

State Public Charter School Authority 
2080 East Flamingo Road, Suite 230 
Las Vegas, NV  89119 
 
Dear Chairs Mackedon and Kirner, and members of the board, 
 
The Las Vegas Alliance of Black School Educators is a nonprofit organization in the city of Las 
Vegas. One of our objectives is to ensure educational equity within in our educational system. 
We are deeply compassionate and committed to underserved and underrepresented students. 
Today, we learned details of some horrific news that would seriously dismantle schools and the 
community of Historic West Las Vegas. 
 
LVABSE and our community are in opposition to the City of Las Vegas implementing Strong 
Start Academy Elementary Schools. First, the City of Las Vegas has not done their due diligence 
in gathering input from the community about their plans. There seems to be no assessment of 
need or actual data that the community can view to make an informed decision about the need 
for Strong Start schools in 89106. 
 
An approval of these plans validates disrespect to the community in Historic West Las Vegas 
which did not have an opportunity to share their concerns about Strong Start schools in their 
community. The implementation of more charter schools in 89106 will pull students away from 
their neighborhood schools, which will ultimately cause gentrification of Historic West Las 
Vegas. In essence, this would be another tragic 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre that dismantled a 
community for over 100 years. Still today, the Tulsa community has been severely impacted. 
The approval of Strong Start schools will reverse the hard work and advocacy that community 
activists have done to ensure Historic West Las Vegas has schools in their neighborhood.   
 
All over the country, Black residents have to fight to preserve the communities that have served 
as safe havens and solid educational foundations during segregation. Historic West Las Vegas, is 
in fact, Historic. We hope that in the future there are plans from the Charter School Authority 
that require applicants of charter schools to show due diligence of community input, from both 
the opposers and the supporters.  
 
We are interested in knowing how many individuals on your board grew up in or are familiar 
with Historic West Las Vegas and how many are Black educators? If the response is “not many” 
or “none” at all, then your vote should be NO to Strong Start Academy Elementary Schools.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

In Truth and Service, 

 

               Kamilah Bywaters 
President, Kamilah Bywaters, M.Ed. M.Div. 
 
                 Tracey Lewis 
Vice-President, Tracey Lewis 
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