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NEVADA STATE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL AUTHORITY
July 31, 2012
Nevada Legislature
Room 2134
401 South Carson Street
Carson City, Nevada

And
Grant Sawyer Building
Room 4412E
555 East Washington Avenue
Las Vegas, Nevada

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

(Teleconferenced)
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

In Las Vegas:
Elissa Wahl

Robert McCord

On Conference Call

Melissa Mackedon

Nora Luna 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:

Kathleen Conaboy
Michael Van

Marc Abelman
AUTHORITY STAFF PRESENT:

In Las Vegas:

None
In Carson City:
Dr. Steve Canavero, Director, State Public Charter School Authority
Danny Peltier, Administrative Assistant, State Public Charter School Authority
Also Present: 

Tom McCormack, Education Program Professional, State Public Charter School Authority

Angela Blair, Education Program Professional, State Public Charter School Authority

Katherine Rohrer, Education Program Professional, State Public Charter School Authority

Allyson Kellogg, Management Analyst, State Public Charter School Authority
LEGAL STAFF PRESENT:

In Las Vegas:

None

In Carson City:
None
On Conference Call
Shane Chesney, Senior Deputy Attorney General

Nevada Department of Education Staff Present:
In Las Vegas

None

In Carson City

Donna Wix

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE:

In Las Vegas:

Carol Mack
Katie Pellegrino

David Calvo

Nicole Martin

Jennifer DiMarzio

Ruth Parker

In Carson City:

J-Lynn Van Pelt
CALL TO ORDER; ROLL CALL; PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE; APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Vice President Wahl called the meeting to order at 9:27a.m. with attendance as reflected above.
Agenda Item - Public Comment

None
Agenda Item 2 – Approval of June 29, 2012 Meeting Minutes

Member McCord made a motion for approval of the June 29, 2012 SPCSA meeting minutes. Member Mackedon seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The motion carried unanimously.

Agenda Item 3 – Director’s Report 
Director Canavero began by updating the Authority on the number of Letters of Intent the SPCSA has received so far for the 2013 – 2014 school year. As of the meeting, the SPCSA had received nine Letters of Intent (7 in Clark County, 1 in Washoe County, and 1 in Carson City). 

Director Canavero then moved on to the 2013 Legislative agenda. He said that at prior meetings both the Authority and SPCSA staff had worked to put Bill Draft Requests (BDR) before the Legislative Committee on Education (LCE). He said he had spoken with the Governor’s office and the Governor was very supportive of the BDR’s, specifically the Performance-Based Charter Contract Bill Draft Request. Director Canavero said that a number of individuals in the state are very supportive of the SPCSA’s legislative agenda.
Director Canavero then updated the Authority on the staffing at the SPCSA and the recruitment for two new positions. He said the Administrative Service Officer (ASO) had been recruited and there were four candidates that were going to be interviewed in the upcoming weeks. Director Canavero said that he hopes to have the ASO hired by the next Authority meeting. He then said that recruitment had opened for the Business Process Analyst (BPA), who will primarily be working with the charter schools in Powerschool. He said he is awaiting the approved candidate list from personnel and that interviews will begin in the next few weeks.

 Agenda Item 4 – Approval of Conversion of the Subsection 7 Charter to Subsection 5 Charter of the Honors Academy of Literature

Director Canavero began by reiterating the difference between the Subsection 7 and the Subsection 5 charters. He said the Subsection 7 charter had some conditions the Honors Academy had to complete in order for them to be converted into a full Subsection 5 charter. He said they had acquired a facility, received all of the necessary inspections and the building is considered ready for use, clean-up of goals and objectives, the bylaws amendments were satisfied, and the school has demonstrated adequate enrollment. With those conditions met, Director Canavero said that SPCSA staff was recommending to the Authority Conversion of the Subsection 7 Charter to Subsection 5 Charter for Honors Academy of Literature. 
Vice President Wahl asked if the Authority would be voting on the Subsection 7 Agreement or the full charter application. Director Canavero said that when the Authority approves the conversion it is approving the written agreement and the application. Vice President Wahl said she had not been able to see the new charter application. Director Canavero clarified that the Authority had voted on the new application when they voted to approve the Subsection 7 Charter for Honors Academy. He also added that the application is generally the same, expect for the conditions that were outlined in the Subsection 7 Charter agreement. Discussion continued between the Authority and Director Canavero about specifics in the Subsection 7 and how that translated into a Subsection 5.

Member Mackedon made a motion for Approval of Conversion of the Subsection 7 Charter to Subsection 5 Charter of the Honors Academy of Literature. Member Luna seconded the motion. No discussion was had. The motion carried unanimously.
Director Canavero then detailed the process from this point until Honors Academy begins the 2012 school year. He said that after the SPCSA staff validated the enrollment numbers, those numbers were sent to the Nevada Department of Education (NDE) so NDE could begin processing Honors Academy’s August payment. 
Agenda Item 5 – Public Comment
None
Agenda Item 6 – Next meeting date

Member McCord asked that SPCSA staff update the Authority on the number of Letters of Intent they receive between this meeting and the next meeting on August 24th, 2012. Director Canavero said he would have a full list of all schools that had submitted Letters of Intent at the next meeting.
Member McCord made a motion for adjournment. Member Luna seconded the motion. No discussion was had. The motion carried unanimously.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:51 a.m.
