Every charter school has a “sponsor.”  The sponsor is the entity that gives the school its charter; monitors the school to ensure the school is fulfilling its mission; and, if necessary, may revoke the school’s charter.  About half the charter schools in Nevada are sponsored by the State Public Charter School Authority (SPCSA).  All the charter schools featured in this website are sponsored by the SPCSA. 

Charter Schools are governed by a governing body sometimes referred to as the school’s “board” or “board of directors.”  The board “governs the charter school, maintains overall control of the charter school and is responsible for the operation of the charter school…” according to NAC 386.345.  

If a parent or guardian of a pupil enrolled in a charter school—or the parent/guardian of a pupil seeking enrollment in a charter school—experiences a problem with the school, he/she is encouraged to communicate with the school about the problem in an effort to solve the problem.

· If the problem is with a teacher, parents/guardians are encouraged to discuss it with the teacher.

· If discussing the problem with the teacher fails to resolve it, the parent/guardian is advised to discuss it with the school’s administrator.

· If discussing the problem with the administrator fails to resolve it, the parent/guardian may bring it to the school’s board.

The names of a charter school’s board members and contact information for them is public information.  Most charter schools provide this information on their websites, accessible from the home page of this SPCSA website.  Members of the public, including parents/guardians of enrolled pupils or pupils seeking enrollment in the school, may contact board members directly to discuss problems or concerns; or parents/guardians may attend a meeting of the board to discuss problems or concerns.

Charter school boards must meet in public meetings that comply with Nevada’s Open Meeting Law at least once every three months.  Many charter schools meet more often.  Members of the public, including parents/guardians of pupils enrolled in the school, may, with few exceptions, attend any meeting of a charter school board.  Any member of the public that requests of a charter school notification of the dates, times, locations and agendas of upcoming board meetings must be provided with that information from the school.  On the agenda of every board meeting must be an item called “public comment” during which any person attending the meeting may speak; this provides an opportunity for parents/guardians to address the school’s board, although it should be noted that board members’ ability to respond during “public comment” is limited.
Of course parents/guardians are always welcomed to contact SPCSA staff regarding problems or concerns with SPCSA-sponsored charter schools.  Contact information for SPCSA staff is found elsewhere on this website.  

