Key Questions to Ask:
One important question to ask when choosing a charter school is “How well does the school educate its pupils?”

Under “School Performance” in this “For Parents” section of the State Public Charter School Authority’s (“the Authority”) website can be found answers to that question.  Specifically, see “Nevada Report Card” and “Nevada Growth Model” for information about how well Nevada public schools, including charter schools, educate pupils.

Nevada Report Card:

All charter schools must have a “sponsor.”  The sponsor is the public entity that awards the charter, monitors the performance of the school, and if necessary revokes the charter.  About half of Nevada charter schools are sponsored by local school districts (Clark, Washoe, and Carson City); the remaining charter schools are sponsored by the Authority.

All Nevada public schools, including charter schools, have a “report card” that reports student achievement information for the school.  Each school’s report card may be found on the Nevada Report Card website using either the name of the school or the name of the district that sponsors the school.  On the website the Authority’s charter schools can be found under the district name “State Public Schools.”  Note however, that the Davidson Academy is not a charter school.

Nevada Growth Model:

Another source of information about how well individual public schools, including charter schools, are educating pupils is the Nevada Growth Model website.  This site indicates how well each school is “growing” its pupils academically.  Typically, it’s expected that over the period of a school year a school would “grow” its pupils the equivalent of one year’s worth of instruction and learning.  
To access Growth Model information, click on “Nevada Growth Model” found under “School Performance” on this Authority website; then click on the “Growth Model Home” link.  From the “Let’s Get Started” page, information on specific schools can be found by clicking on “Search”; again, the “district” for the Authority’s charter schools is “State Schools.”

Although most of the information on both the Report Card and Growth Model sites is self-explanatory, Authority staff or Nevada Department of Education staff are available to help interpret the information.  
